If You Go Away

Ne Me Quitte Pas

Lyrics and Music by Arrangement by KEVIN KELLER

JACQUES BREL for OC SOUND
English Translation by ROD McKUEN
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If you go a-way onthis sum-merday, thenyou mightas well take the
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sun a-way. All the Dbirds that flew in the sum-mer sky whenour love was new and our
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heartswere high, when the day was young and the night was long andthe moon stood still  for the
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2 If You Go Away
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night-bird's song. Ifyou go a-way, if you go a-way, if you go a-way.
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But if you stay I'll make you a day like noday has  been or will be a-
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gain. We'll sail on the sun, we'll ride on the rain, we'll talk to the trees and wor-ship the
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Then if you go, I'llun - der - stand, leave me just e-nough Ilove to hold in my
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If You Go Away 3
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go a-way, as I  knowyou will, Youmust tell theworld to stop
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4 If You Go Away
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go a-way, If you go a-way. But if you stay, I'll makeyou a
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night, like no night has  been or will be a - gain. Il sail on your smile, I'll ride onyour
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rebalance tenors and
3 leads for this section
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If You Go Away 5

VERSE 3 way
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If You Go Away
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PERFORMANCE NOTES:

1. In the chorus, there should be a strong sense of pulse, especially with the basses
with notes on beat #2.

2. If you need to revoice basses up on low C#'s, you can take the octave up but
they will be above the leads.

3. In the second chorus, the melody gets extremely high. Revoice the top three
voice parts as you need to.

4. The tag ritards slowly. Each breath should become more deliberate. The final
"go away" should start soft and fade away with barely a diphthong.

5. Ms 62 should should plaintive. It's the final "cry and plea" and then the third
verse becomes more acceptance and haunting.
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